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BAOS Production 2015                                                              




Audition Information 

Thursday 23rd October – Dance/movement workshop audition – 7:30pm – 9:30pm
This is for everyone wanting to be involved in the show regardless of whether you are auditioning for a character role or chorus role. 
Please ensure that you arrive on time, wear suitable loose clothing, bring water to drink and are fully warmed up to begin this will provide more time for everyone to learn the routine.

From 9:30pm – 10pm we have a small time slot for anyone who cannot make the Sunday audition to perform. This will be limited to three performers due to time constraints with hall hire.

Sunday 26th October – Character role auditions – 10am – 4pm

This will include a 1 hour workshop starting at 10am for everyone. Character auditions will then begin at 11:15am starting with the ‘Teenage’ roles.
Where possible audition pieces should be memorised but please don’t panic about this! There will also be a reader for those characters who have scripts rather than monologues. 
Hairspray and Ethnicity 
This show is about the racial segregation of the 50s and 60s but also preconceived ideas of what people should look like and what they should be capable of doing; knowing their place and limitations. It is not my intention to drastically alter anyone’s appearance through stage makeup to make them fit an ethnicity. This is a very unique show in its requirement for specificity of ethnicity and body type therefore I have decided to not purely focus on the segregation of African Americans but the segregation of anybody who appeared different or behaved in a manner not acceptable to ‘the whites’. As some of you may not know the show very well I have provided the following lists of characters to distinguish whether they appear white or other; the use of the word ‘Other’ meaning not specifically applying to the character’s ethnicity. 
Characters that appear white 

Tracy, Edna and Wilbur Turnblad 

Penny and Prudy Pingleton 

Velma and Amber Von Tussle 

Corny Collins 
Link Larkin
Council Members 

Male and Female authority figures 
Characters that are other
Seaweed J. Stubbs 

Motormouth Maybelle 

Little Inez 

The Dynamites 

Gilbert 

Cindy Watkins 

Duane 

Lorraine

Stooie
Thad
Chorus  
Dynamites 
Judine, Kamilah, Shayna – The dynamites are a talented black vocal trio who perform in a lot of numbers in perfect harmony. They have soulful voices that feature perfectly in many numbers. 
Council Members 
Tammy, Brad, Fender, Brenda, Sketch, Shelley, IQ, Lou Ann – The council members are a bunch of ‘sweet as pie’ teenagers when on stage, but are initially quite cruel about Tracy when led by Amber. They sing and dance on the Corny Collins show and perform in many numbers; playing age: 16 - 20 yrs. 
Students 
Gilbert, Duane, Lorraine, Stooie, Thad – The students are the kids that appear mostly in detention and in Motormouth Mabel’s record shop on North Avenue. They perform in a lot of choral numbers and show Tracy their moves when she is put in detention; playing age: 16 - 20 yrs.
ADULTS

Corny Collins
Character Synopsis: 
Playing age: 25 - 30 yrs. The leader of the ‘Corny Collins’ show, he is a confident and charismatic character (not ‘cheesy’) who can sing and dance well, he is the male lead with the most songs. He loves Tracy’s dancing and wants to integrate the other kids onto his show. 
Accent:


Standard American 
Dance ability: 


Must be able to move well.



Audition Songs: 

The Nicest Kids in town - Bar 9 - 22, then 125 to end (p121 - 122; 127 – 129)

Vocal Range:


D above m C to A above stave
Audition Monologue: 
Hey there, Teenage Baltimore! Don’t change that channel! ‘Cause it’s time for the Corny Collins Show! Brought to you by Ultra Clutch Hairspray! For hair that holds up even in a NASA wind tunnel! Now don’t forget Guys and Gidgets – our very first prime-time spectacular is coming up on June 6th. We’ll be live at Baltimore’s brand-new Eventorium broadcasting nationwide! Talent scouts will be on hand from all of the major record labels, and sponsoring the event will be none other than our own ULTRA CLUTCH HAIRSPRAY. So, let’s give a great big fawning Baltimore salute to the President of Ultra Clutch, Harriman F. Spritzer. 

Edna Turnblad
Character Synopsis: 
Playing age 35 – 50 yrs. Edna is Tracy’s mother, traditionally played by a man. She runs a laundry business out of her house and is a kind but rather a large lady who doesn’t want Tracy to be hurt because of her size when auditioning for the ‘Corny Collins’ show. Performs in many numbers but doesn’t have to be the best singer, needs to have comic timing. 

Accent:


Standard American
Dance ability: 


Able to move.
Audition Song: 

Welcome to the 60s - Bar 94 -159 (p172 – 176)




Timeless Reprise - All (p215 – 216)
Vocal Range:


 F below m C to D on stave with opt top A
Audition Monologue: 
You want to be famous? Learn how to get blood out of car upholstery. Now that's a skill you can take right to the bank. You think I wanted to spend my life washing and ironing other peoples clothing? No. I wanted to design them. I thought I would be the biggest thing in brassieres. Well, you better be careful what you wish for. Now start folding. 

Motormouth Maybelle
Character Synopsis: 
Playing age 35 – 50 yrs. Motormouth Maybelle is the host of the very popular ‘Negro Day’ on the show and encourages Edna to be comfortable and proud of whom she is. She is a very sassy and confident lady with a larger than life attitude; she wants to move the station out of its racist world and into an integrated future. She is the mother to Seaweed and Little Inez; she would love for them to be on a new, non-prejudiced show. She has a very soulful voice and sings a few belting numbers such as ‘I know where I’ve been’ and ‘Big, Blonde and Beautiful’. 

Accent:


Southern American/Standard American
Dance ability: 


Good; able to move well
Audition Song: 

I know where I've been - All (p230 – 234)
Vocal Range:


E below m C to E top of stave


Audition Script: 
MOTORMOUTH 

There’s platters of tunes and food on the table. What else would you expect from… Ms. Motormouth Maybelle! 

SEAWEED 

Mama, I brought some friends. 

MOTORMOUTH 

Whoop – dee –doo, what a coup! The ever sparkin’ Sir Link Larkin! 

LINK 

Always nice to see you, Ms. Motormouth 

PENNY 

I’m Penny Lou Pingleton and I’m very pleased and scared to be here. 
MOTORMOUTH 

You’re welcome, Kitten, to come and sit in. 
TRACY 

This is just so Afro-tastic. Can I say how thrilled I am to meet you. I’m Seaweed’s friend, Tracy. 

MOTORMOUTH 

Oh, yes, indeedy. I’ve seen you sweetie. All aglow on Corny’s Show. 

TRACY 

Gee, thanks. The only reason I’m on the show is because of your son. Why can’t we all dance together like this on TV? 

MOTORMOUTH 

Think we haven’t tried? We’ve pleaded, begged and lied. We pressured the Mayor, petitioned the Gov, and what did we get? (beat) One day a month. 

Velma Von Tussle
Character Synopsis: 
Playing age 35 – 50 yrs. Velma is the very determined, feisty and unpleasant producer of the show whose main aim is to maintain the ‘purity’ of the all-white council on the Corny Collins show. She is the mother to Amber whom she bosses around and tries to make THE star of the show. She is extremely cruel to Tracy because of her size and is a fantastic villain role. She has 4 numbers that she performs in and needs to have a voice that can really belt. 
Accent:


Standard American
Dance ability: 


Reasonable dancer/able to move well
Audition Song: 
Velma's Revenge - All (p167 – 168)
Vocal Range:


G below m C to C on stave
Audition Script: 
VELMA 

Bang your drum, Bonzo. No one cares. Don’t get any more cute ideas about protesting or even showing up at the special. I’ll have armed guards surrounding the Eventorium to make sure Tracy can’t get within 100 miles of that place. Game, set, match. 

GUARD 

Ladies, you’re free to go with the sincere apologies of the state of Maryland and the personal compliments of the Governor himself. 

VELMA 

The Governor? Really? Sweet, chubby Millard. It pays to have a politician in your pocket and the Polaroid’s in your sage. Now if you doublewide twins will excuse me. I have a national television spectacular to produce. 

Female Authority Figure’s
Character Synopsis: 
Playing age: 35 – 50yrs.These roles are specifically Prudy Pingleton (Penny’s religious and slightly crazy mother who likes to punish her constantly), the sadistic gym teacher and the prison matron. 

 Accent:

Standard American

Dance ability: 


General chorus numbers only.
Audition Song: 
Matron Only
Doll House Playoff - All (p207)
Vocal Range:


Matron Only A below m c to G above stave



Audition Monologue: 
…. Elsewhere in local news, teenage TV personality and rabble rouser, Tracy Turnblad, has escaped from the Baltimore Women’s House of Detention. Authorities believe she may have been aided by the once promising formerly wholesome teen idol, Link Larkin. If sighted, citizens are asked to notify police, or if phone service is not available, simply shoot to kill. In entertainment news, Eva Marie is no saint…. 

Wilbur Turnblad
Character Synopsis: 
Playing age: 35 – 60yrs. Wilbur is Tracy’s father, married to Edna. He is a very kind man who only has eyes for Edna. He encourages Tracy to go for her dream no matter what. He owns the Hardy Har joke shop and is quite a goofy personality. Voice type is baritone but does not have to be the strongest singer. 
Accent:


Standard American/New York 
Dance ability: 


Able to move 
Audition Song: 
Timeless Reprise - All (p215 – 216)
Vocal Range:


G below m C to F# top of stave with opt top A
Audition Monologue: 
Tracy, this TV thing....You really want it? Then you go for it! This is America, babe! You gotta think big to be big. When I was your age my parents begged me to run away with the circus, but I said, "No. That's what you want. I have dreams of my own." I dreamt of opening a chain of joke shops worldwide. So, okay I've got only one, but some day, if I can figure out how to stop the air from leaking out of the sofa sized Whoopee Cushion, I'm going to make noise heard 'round the world!' You follow your dream, baby. I'm grabbin' an Orange Crush and heading back to the Har-Dee-Har-Hut. I've got my dream.....And I wuv it!



Male Authority Figure’s
Character Synopsis: 
Playing age: 35 – 50yrs. Again as with the Female Authority Figure there are three roles. The president of Ultra-Clutch Hairspray (Sponsor of the Corny Collins show), the highly-strung high school principal and Mr. Pinky. 

Accent:


Standard American 
Dance ability: 


General chorus numbers only.
Audition Monologue: 
…. Elsewhere in local news, teenage TV personality and rabble rouser, Tracy Turnblad, has escaped from the Baltimore Women’s House of Detention. Authorities believe she may have been aided by the once promising formerly wholesome teen idol, Link Larkin. If sighted, citizens are asked to notify police, or if phone service is not available, simply shoot to kill. In entertainment news, Eva Marie is no saint…. 

Teenagers

Tracey Turnblad
Character Synopsis: 
Playing age: 16–20 yrs. Tracy is the female lead of the show, a pleasantly plump girl whose dream it is to dance on the Corny Collins show. She ends up in detention due to her ‘hair height’ where she meets Seaweed and his friends. She is not afraid to stand up for her beliefs and is a friendly and energetic personality. She is on for a large proportion of the show and therefore must have stamina. Her voice type is Mezzo-Belt and performs in over 10 numbers! 
Accent:


Standard American 
Dance ability: 
Excellent dancer able to perform with style and charisma. 
Audition Song: 
Good Morning, Baltimore - Bar 1 - 35, then 97 to end (p111 - 113: 118-120)




Mama, I'm a big girl now - All (p131 – 139)


Without love - Bar 1 - 44; then 85 to end (p217 - 221; 225 – 229)

Vocal Range:


G below m C to E top of stave
Audition Monologue: 

LINK 

Tracy? Where are you? It’s me, Link Larkin. From the show…? 

TRACY 

Link! Over here! 

LINK 

Shhhh! The guard’s asleep. Gee, you look beautiful behind bars. 

TRACY 

It must be the low watt institutional lighting. Link, what are you doing here? 

LINK 

Oh, Tracy. Seeing you dragged off to jail brought me back to my senses. I thought I’d lose it when I thought I lost you. I couldn’t eat, I couldn’t sleep, I couldn’t even concentrate! 

TRACY 

You couldn’t eat? 

LINK 

I didn’t. Amber and her mother were just using me to make her look popular. I feel like such an idiot. 

TRACY 

That make’s two of us. 

LINK (suddenly romantic) 
I know a palooka like me isn’t worthy of a ground breaking extremist like you, but… (HE produces HIS ring) 
… It’s a little scuffed from Amber throwing it in my face when I told her I’d rather be with you. 

TRACY 

You did? 

LINK 

I did. So, would you consider wearing my ring? 

TRACY 

Would I? Would I? 

LINK 

‘’To lose thee were to lose myself.’’ Some kid named Milton wrote that in the third floor boy’s room. 

TRACY 

It’s beautiful. 

(SHE puts on his ring) 
I have a good life, great parents, my own room, stacks of 45s, three sweaters, plus a learner’s permit good through August. But you know what I’ve been missing, Link? 

LINK 

I think I do. 

Link Larkin
Character Synopsis: 
Playing age: 16–20 yrs. Link is the main man on the Corny Collins show, he sings and dances well, a very charismatic character. Initially his love interest is Amber but once he sees Tracy’s big heart and determination he begins to fall for her instead. He is described as a young Elvis. 

Accent:


Standard American 
Dance ability: 


Strong/Excellent
Audition Song:
It takes two - Bar 6 - 27 (p161 – 163)

Without love - Bar 1 - 44; then 85 to end (p217 - 221; 225 – 229)
Vocal Range:


G below m C to A above stave
Audition Monologue: 
Tracy. You can't do this. You're new to the Council. You'll be blackballed and thrown off the show for sure! Not me. I like these people. But whether or not they’re on TV won't get me a recording contract. That came put wrong......I've been singing and dancing and smiling on that show for three years waiting for it to easy to my break. You've got everything: brains, talent, personality. Me? I've got one chance to be seen nationwide. Tracy. Saturday night is everything I've worked for. I'm not going to throw it away. C'mon. I'm leaving and you gotta go too.
Penny Pingleton
Character Synopsis: 
Playing age: 16–20 yrs. Penny is the dorky but adorable friend of Tracy, she ends up falling in love with Seaweed, much against her mother’s strict religious wishes. 
Accent:


Standard American 
Dance ability: 


Strong/Excellent
Audition Song: 
Mama, I'm a big girl now - All (p131 – 139)

Without love - Bar 85 to end (p225 – 229)
Vocal Range:


B below m C to G above stave
Audition Monologue: 
Tracy. You can't do this. You're new to the Council. You'll be blackballed and thrown off the show for sure! Not me. I like these people. But whether or not they’re on TV won't get me a recording contract. That came put wrong......I've been singing and dancing and smiling on that show for three years waiting for it to easy to my break. You've got everything: brains, talent, personality. Me? I've got one chance to be seen nationwide. Tracy. Saturday night is everything I've worked for. I'm not going to throw it away. C'mon. I'm leaving and you gotta go too.
Seaweed Stubbs
  Character Synopsis: 
Playing age: 16–20 yrs. Seaweed is a very talented dancer and singer who appears on Negro day of the Corny Collins show. He is the son of Motormouth Mabel and meets Tracy in detention. He ends up falling in love with Penny. His voice type is a tenor and is a very energetic role. 

Accent:


Standard American
Dance ability: 


Strong/Excellent
Audition Song: 
Run & tell that - All (p181 – 190)

Without love - Bar 85 to end (p225 – 229)
Vocal Range:


F below m C to G above stave
Audition Script: 
 
Already dancing his moves; 

SEAWEED 

The man can dine me on a diet of detention so long as he don't starve me of my tunes. 
(another step) 
Here's a little something-something signified to say, "Hello, my name's Seaweed J. Stubbs, and what's yours baby?" 

TRACY 

That's unbelievable. Can I do that? 

SEAWEED 

I don't know. Can you? 

(SEAWEED dances again) 
TRACY 

Hello. My name is Tracy Turnblad. 

SEAWEED 

Ow! 

TRACY 

Ow! 

SEAWEED 

Ain't no black and white up in here. Detention is a rainbow experience. 

(SEAWEED does another step) 
TRACY 

What's that step? 

SEAWEED 

Oh this? I call this one "Peyton Place After Midnight." I use it to attract the opposite sex. 

(TRACY jumps in with HIM) Fearless, girl. You really got it going on. 

TRACY

Oh, my God! I just realized who you are. You dance on Negro Day. Your mom is Motormouth Maybelle, the DJ? That makes you like royalty! Negro Day is the best. I wish every day was Negro Day. 

SEAWEED 

At our house it is. So, how you feeling about detention now? 

Amber Von Tussle
Character Synopsis: 
Playing age: 16–20 yrs. Amber is the spoiled brat of Velma, she cannot understand why Tracy is on the show and considers her nothing but an eye-sore. Link falling for Tracy is the final straw for her. She is the female lead of the council, the princess of the Corny Collins show due to her mother’s position as producer. 
Accent:


Standard American
Dance ability: 


Strong/Excellent
Audition Song: 
Mama, I'm a big girl now - All (p131 – 139)
Vocal Range:


Middle C to F top of stave
Audition Monologue: 

AMBER (reading from a cue card) 
Hey, gang, don’t forget to watch mom and me on Mother-Daughter Day. I want to be your Miss Teenage Hairspray. Remember a vote for me from you is a vote for me. 

CORNY 


Presently, it appears Amber Von Tussle and Tracy Turnblad are neck and neck. But since, according to the latest police bulletins, Miss Turnblad is still at large… 

AMBER 

(leaning into the shot) 
At VERY large. 

CORNY 

… our Miss Hairspray might just be a foregone conclusion. Still, our rules say contestants have to dance for it. Are you ready, Amber? 

AMBER 

Ready as a rabbit on Easter, Corny. 

(SHE dances) 
AMBER 

Thank you ladies, gentlemen and kids. I’m now ready to consume the title of Miss Teenage Hairspray. 

(CORNY leads SPRITZER on. SPRITZER carries the crown and bouquet.) 
CORNY 

Just to be sure, I think we’d better check the board. 

AMBER 

What’d I tell you? Give me the crown, give me the flowers, and everybody start bowing! 

Little Inez
Character Synopsis: 
Playing age: 13–15 yrs. Little Inez is Seaweed’s younger sister. Her dream is to be on the Corny Collins show and dance with the others, but when she turns up at the audition she is immediately sent away due to the colour of her skin. 
Accent:


Standard American 
Dance ability: 


Strong/Excellent
Audition Song: 
Run & tell that - All (p181 – 190)
Vocal Range:


Middle C to E top of stave
Audition Monologue: 
Tracy. You can't do this. You're new to the Council. You'll be blackballed and thrown off the show for sure! Not me. I like these people. But whether or not they’re on TV won't get me a recording contract. That came put wrong......I've been singing and dancing and smiling on that show for three years waiting for it to easy to my break. You've got everything: brains, talent, personality. Me? I've got one chance to be seen nationwide. Tracy. Saturday night is everything I've worked for. I'm not going to throw it away. C'mon. I'm leaving and you gotta go too.
Singing Auditions Only

The Dynamites

	Shayna
	Welcome to the 60s + Play-off
	Bar 94 - 159
	p172 - 176 + 179 - 180

	 
	I know where I've been
	Solo section
	p230 - 234

	Kamila
	Welcome to the 60s + Play-off
	Bar 94 - 159
	p172 - 176 + 179 - 180

	Judine
	Welcome to the 60s + Play-off
	Bar 94 - 159
	p172 - 176 + 179 - 180


Vocal ranges for ‘The Dynamites’ listed in the table below

List of vocal ranges
	
	Lowest note
	Highest note
	

	Tracey
	G below m C
	E top of stave
	

	Corney
	D above m C
	A above stave
	

	Penny
	B below m C
	G above stave
	

	Amber
	Middle C
	F top of stave
	

	Velma
	G below m C
	C on stave
	

	Little Inez
	Middle C
	E top of stave
	

	Link
	G below m C
	A above stave
	

	Shayna
	G on stave
	A above stave
	

	Kamila
	F bottom of stave
	D top of stave
	

	Edna
	F below m C
	D on stave
	opt top A

	Judine
	E bottom of stave
	E top of stave
	

	Seaweed
	F below m C
	G above stave
	

	Motormouth
	E below m C
	E top of stave
	

	Wilbur
	G below m C
	F# top of stave
	opt top A

	Matron
	A below m c
	G above stave
	

	Brenda
	D on stave
	D above stave
	


The character of Brenda will be cast after the auditions and is not required to sing or act on the day.
